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hattak / hattuk = man, 

person 
chompa / chumpa = to buy 
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Click on any of the Choctaw words in red above to hear an audio clip  
from ChoctawSchool.com 

(Courtesy of Choctaw Nation - used with permission) 

Choctaw Language Rules 
Rule 2 

Short Sound of U 

In many words, u is written for o, and u is written for a.  That is, u and o has the 
same sound but sometimes u is written to represent the short sound of o. 

Listen to the short sound of  u when written for o and a in the top of the left col-
umn.  

Short Sound of A 

In the same way, u and a have the same sound but u sometimes written to repre-
sent the short sound of a.  You can hear the short sound of a in the words in the 
top of the right column. 

Modern Choctaw tend to use a and o where in the past υ and u were used.   

(Courtesy of Choctaw Nation - used with permission) 

Choctaw Music and Storytelling 
Tim Tingle & D. J. Battiest-Tomasi 

Click the link above to listen. 
Courtesy of the Library of Congress 

http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6743/anumpa.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6929/anumpa.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6899/pvla.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6926/nusi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6905/vla.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6973/hushi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6914/pvthki.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6920/homma.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6923/shulush.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6956/hattak.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6917/chumpa.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com
http://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200197580/#about-this-item
http://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200197580/#about-this-item
http://www.loc.gov


 

We would like to wish a warm welcome to our newest Society mem-
bers!  

Cecilia Finch -  Hugo, OK  Betty White Rowland - Antlers, 
     OK 

Jimmie D. Watson -  Hugo, OK   David House - North Richland 
     Hills, TX 

Homer ’Bud’ Davis  - Hugo, OK Matt Davis - Folsom, CA 

We would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to the  

following members… 
 

Donna Head - Apr 13th  

Sue Wall - May 4th   

Lila Swink - May 22nd 

Norm Pence - May 26th 

Amber Upton - Jun 27th 
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Upcoming Events 

PLEASE SUPPORT US BY RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015 

The Membership Director will be sending out email or postal mail reminders to each  

member at the beginning of their membership renewal month. 

Click here to access our online 
event calendar for more detailed 

information about upcoming 
events. 

April  
TEK I HVSHI - Month of the Women 

3rd - Good Friday 
5th - Easter 
6th - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m.  
12th - Cemetery Gathering, 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

May 
BIHI HVSHI - Mulberry Month 

4th - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m.  
10th - Mother’s Day 
16th - Trail of Tears Walk,  
          Tuskahoma, OK 
16th - Armed Forces Day 
17th - Cemetery Gathering, 9:30 a.m. 
25th - Memorial Day 

 
 

June 
BISSA HVSHI - Blackberry Month 

1st - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
7th - Cemetery Gathering, 9:30 a.m. 
14th - Flag Day 
21st - Summer Begins 
21st - Father’s Day Member Birthdays 

Happy Summer! 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-calendar.html
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January 

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Kay Spear, Hugo - Carter, Williams, Shepherd, Kagli, LeMond 

Rita Davis, Hugo - Bailey, Wilkelson, Lucas, Wade, Rushton 

Donna Head, Hugo - Gateley 

Nancy Rushin, Ft. Towson 

Melissa Folsom, Hugo - Ussery, Usray, Priddy 

Homer Davis, Hugo - Maynard 

Veronica Leard, Valliant - Barefoot 

Donna Blagg, Sawyer - Rhodes, Robison 

Tonya Penick, Antlers - Baker, Sullivan 

Thelma Mitchell, Valliant - Smith 

Brad Griggs, - Roebuck 

February 

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Veronica Leard, Valliant - Barefoot 

Sharon Smith, Hugo - LA Stapleton 

Tonya Penick, Antlers - Baker, Sullivan 

Bill Wicklund, Ringold - Wicklund, Anderson 

Wilma Miller, Hugo - Brock 

Dan Lowery, Dallas - Lowery 

Brenda Pettyjohn, Hugo - Pettyjohn, Willia Deffer 

Chester E. May, Paris - Henson, Vaughn 

Carl Force, Hugo - Farmley 

Donna Blagg, Sawyer - Robison 

March 

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Bill Wicklund, Ringold - Wicklund, Anderson 

Reubin Turner, Hugo - Paush 
 

Research Library  
The Choctaw County Genealogical Society 
maintains a Research Library in the Heritage 
Room of the Donald W. Reynolds Library at 
703 E. Jackson Street, Hugo, Oklahoma.  The 
Heritage Room is available during library 
hours. We do ask that you sign in at the library 
front desk as well as sign our guestbook located 
on the Society desk. No food or drink is al-
lowed.  

Children under the age of 12 who enter the 
Heritage room must be under constant supervi-
sion of an adult. Children are not allowed to 
handle any genealogical materials or equipment 
in the Heritage room. Children are required to 
be respectful of other researchers by not being 
loud or otherwise disruptive. Any child being 
loud, using Heritage room research materials or 
equipment, or disruptive in any way will be 
asked to leave the Heritage room.  

Library Hours 
Monday, Tuesday  

& Thursday 9am - 7pm 

Wednesday & Friday 9am – 6pm 

Saturday 9am – 2pm 

Sunday Closed 



 

Donations are always 

welcome and will be 

preserved in our  

research library.   

Remember donations are  

tax-deductible. 

Click here for our  

donation form. 

DONATIONS 
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Lamar Co. TX Genealogy & History Vol. 20, 2002 by Don-
na Head 

Smoke Signals From Indian Territory Vol. I & II by Norm 
Pence 

The Handy Book For Genealogists (7th Edition) The 
Everton Publishers 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol 34 
No. 1 Spring, 1987 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 34 
 No 2 Summer, 1987 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 34 
No. 3 Fall, 1987 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 34 
No. 4 Winter, 1987 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 35 
No. 1 Spring, 1988 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 35 
No. 2 Summer, 1988 

 

Adopt a Book / Microfilm Program 

The Choctaw County Genealogical Society (CCGS) is al-
ways eager to expand our Research Library. You can help. 
We ask that you “adopt” one of the books / microfilm listed 
on our website. The book / microfilm will be shelved with a 
bookplate showing your name as the donor.  

You may also use this opportunity to "adopt" a book / mi-
crofilm in someone else’s name. Do you have a special rela-
tive that you want to honor? Has someone given you excep-
tional help in your research? This is a great way to recog-
nize those special people.  

 

Adoptions Last Quarter 

1885 Choctaw Nation Census - Jack's Fork (Allen County 
Donation from Nov 2014) 

1885 Choctaw Nation Census - Towson & Boktucklo (Allen 
County Donation from Nov 2014) 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 35 
No. 3 Fall, 1988 

Ansearchin' News, The TN Genealogical Society, Vol. 35 
No. 4 Winter, 1988 

Ancestry Magazine, 2003; Vol. 21, Issues2-6  

Ancestry Magazine, 2004; Vol. 22, Issue 1  

Cherokee Census Indian Territory 1900 CD by Norm Pence 

Mississippi Choctaw Census 1926-1939 CD by Norm Pence 

Choctaw Census Indian Territory, 1900 CD by Norm Pence  

Seminole Census Indian Territory, 1900-1930 CD by Norm 
Pence  

Chickasaw Census Indian Territory 1900 CD by Norm Pence 

History o the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Natchez Indians 1899 
CD by Norm Pence  

First Quarter Donations  

C:/Users/April/Documents/Genealogy/ccgs/ccgs forms/society-forms/donationform.pdf
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-store.html
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New on the bookshelf 
(bookshelf items received in 
the mail, or purchased this 
quarter… 

Green Co. Historical & Genea-
logical Society Newsletter, Vol. 
28:1, Jan 2015; Vol. 28:2, Feb 
2015; Vol. 28:1 Spring Issue; 
Vol. 28:3, Mar-Apr 2015 

Stirrin’ the Pot, Hot Springs, 
AR, Vol. 4:11, Nov 2014; Vol. 
4:12, Dec 2014; Mar 2015 

The Arkansas Archivest, Dec 
2014; Jan 2015; Mar 2015 

TL&M Genealogy, Vol. XXII:3, 
2014 

Logan County Genealogical So-
ciety, Guthrie, OK, Vol. 
XXXIII:2 

Biskinik, Jan 2015; Feb 2015; 
Mar 2015 

The Chronicles of Oklahoma, 
Vol. XCII:4, Winter 2014-15 

Bond County, IL, Genealogical 

Society News, Vol. 29:1, Win-
ter/Jan 2014; Vol. 29:2, Sum-
mer/July 2014; Vol. 30:1, Win-
ter/Jan 2015 

Heritage Newsletter, Hopkins 
County, Sulphur Springs, TX, 
Vol. 31:4, Dec 2014 

Love County Historical Society 
Newsletter, Marietta, OK, Jan 
2015 

Kiowa County Genealogical So-
ciety Newsletter, Vol. 22:1, Feb 
2015 

Mistletoe Leaves, Vol. 46:2, Feb 
2015; Vol. 46:3, Mar 2015 

1885 Choctaw Census, Jacks 
Fork County, Pushmataha Dis-
trict, Choctaw Nation 

1885 Choctaw Census, Boktoklo 
& Towson Counties, Apukshun-
nubbee District, Choctaw Nation 

Charles DeMorse, Pioneer 
Statesman & Father of Texas 
Journalism by Ernest Wallace 

The Genie, Ark-La-Tex Genea-
logical Association, Vol. 48:1, 
First Quarter 2014; Vol. 48:2, 
July 2014; Vol. 48:3, Sep 2014; 
Vol. 48:4, Dec 2014 

Footprints Quarterly Journal, 
Vol. 57:4, Nov 2014; Vol. 58:1, 
Feb 2015 

The Salt Shaker, Benton, Saline, 
AR, Vol. 1:1, Spring 2015 

 

New Newsletter Exchanges 

Pioneer Museum & Historical 
Society, Marietta, OK 

South Plains Genealogical Soci-
ety, Lubbock, Texas 

Page 6 

CCGS Bookshelf 

We don’t currently exchange 

newsletters with a Society in an area 

you research?  Send us the Society 

info and we will request to exchange 

newsletters with them.  
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Veteran Spotlight 

 

 
CPL. Presley Dale Johnson 

Son of Mrs. Virginia Johnson, 
Hugo.  Enlisted March 7, 1940. 
Received training at Ft. Sam 
Houston, Ft. Knox, Ky., Radio 
operator. 

Wounded Dec. 8, 1943 in the 
Italian campaign. Killed in action 
Jan. 31, 1944. 

Cpl. Johnson is buried at the Fort 
Smith National Cemetery, Fort 
Smith, Sebastian, Arkansas. 
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Funeral services for Beulah M. Wharton were held Monday, August 8, at 2:00 p.m. at the Soper Assembly of God Church. Mrs. Wharton 
died on August 6 at the age of 81. 

Mrs. Wharton was born September 19, 1912 in Pushmataha County, Oklahoma to John W. and Zennie Mae (Ballard) Holder. She married 
Mark Elmer Wharton in Soper, Oklahoma on September 20, 1930. She was preceded in death by her husband in December 1975.  

Surviving relatives include two sons, Roy E. “Buddy” Wharton of Texas and Vincent Wharton of Graham, Washington; two daughters: 
Louise Booth of Hugo, Oklahoma and Margie Johnson of Soper, Oklahoma; a brother, J. W. Holder of Three Creeks, Arkansas; a step-
brother, Johnny Wilson of Soper, Oklahoma; two sisters, Beatie Reynolds of Colbert, Oklahoma and Edith Herron of Cartwright, Oklahoma; 
nine grandchildren, two of which she raised, Michael and Thomas Wharton; and 19 great-grandchildren. 

Reverend Raymond Doke officiated the services with burial following in Sugar Creek Cemetery under the direction of Lampton-Mills & 
Coffey Funeral Home. 

Hugo Daily News, 8/8/1994 

WHARTON, Beulah Magalene (Holder) 

Beulah Magalene (Holder) Wharton 

(1912 - 1994) 

Beulah (Holder) Wharton Wharton Family 
Mark, Vincent, Beulah (Holder) 
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 You are missed! - RIP 

 
Pictured left 

Holder Family  

John William & Seanie Mae (Ballard) Holder 
and children, Son, Son, Bertha, Beedie, Beu-

lah, Sarah (Sally), and baby Sadie. 

(Beulah is in the middle between her parents.) 

Photo circa 1916  

Note: Not sure which two sons are pictured,  

Marion, Henry, or Earnest 

Pictured below 

Wharton Family 

Mark Wharton, Beulah (Holder) Wharton 

with children 

Vincent, Margie, Roy, Louise 

(Easter 1962) 

Pictured above 

Holder Sisters 

L to R: Bertha, Beedie, Beulah, Sarah (Sally), Sadie, Edith 
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Do you have clippings, 

photographs, etc.  

you would like to see  

featured in our  

Choctaw County Recollections? 

Scan and email them to 

choctawcountygensoc@live.com 

or mail them to us at  

703 E. Jackson Street,  

Hugo, OK 74743 

Hugo, OK Tornado, Apr 1902 

PROPERTY DAMAGE AT HUGO. 

Property Loss from Saturday Night’s Storm Estimated at 

$15,000. 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS. 
Hugo, I. T., April 6. — A severe storm visited Hugo about 9 

o’clock last evening, causing much damage to property all over 

the town. A dozen buildings in course of construction were blown 

flat to the ground, and as many more were moved from their 

foundations, while a hundred smaller buildings today are turned 

over. The streets are covered with iron roofings, and a large num-

ber of fronts were entirely torn from many of the business houses. 

In some instances, timbers blown from one building on descend-

ing penetrated the roof or wall of another. No loss of life oc-

curred. The loss is estimated at $15,000. Among the greatest los-

ers are the following: 

J. P. Hutchens, business house and dwellings, blown down; loss 

$500. 
J. W. Sader, business house blown down; loss $1,000. 
Goodland Trading Company, two business house front destroyed; 

loss $1,000. 
H. H. Hopkins & Co., business house blown down; loss $500. 
R. R. Lee, business house blown down; loss $500. 
Kelly-Smith Grocery Company, business house front blown 

down; loss $500. 
Eagle Hotel, loss $300. 

Dallas Morning News, Dallas TX 8 Apr 1902 

Source:  gendisasters.com 

 

 

mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
http://www3.gendisasters.com/oklahoma/5119/hugo%2C-ok-tornado%2C-apr-1902
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CHOCTAW COUNTY 
Choctaw County derives its name from "Chahta," the mythical founder of the Choctaw tribe. Containing a 

total land and water area of 800.68 square miles, the county is bordered by McCurtain County on the east, 

Bryan County on the west, Pushmataha and Atoka counties on the north, and the Red River and Texas on 

the south. The major water feature in Choctaw County is the Kiamichi River, which drains northwest to 

southeast into the Red River. The Muddy Boggy and Clear Boggy rivers (creeks) also drain into the Red. 

The county lies in the Coastal Plains physiographic region. U.S. Highway 70 passes east-west through 

most of the county's incorporated towns, those being Fort Towson, Sawyer, Hugo, Soper, and Boswell, 

and U.S. Highway 271 traverses north-south from west of Grant (also incorporated) to Hugo (the county 

seat) and north to Antlers in Pushmataha County. State Highways 109, 147, and 209 also serve residents. 

Centuries before the first Europeans arrived, early Native peoples used the region. Archaeologists have 

studied only five Paleo-Indian (prior to 6000 B.C.) sites. A number of later period groups have resided or 

camped in the present county. At the beginning of the twenty-first century fifty-one Archaic (6000 B.C. to 

A.D. 1), forty-five Woodland (A.D. 1 to 1000), and fifty-four Plains Village (A.D. 1000 to 1500) sites 

were listed by the Oklahoma Archeological Survey. Several historic sites were also present. 

Prior to statehood Choctaw County existed as a part of Jackson, Kiamichi, Cedar, and Towson counties of 

the Choctaw Nation. In 1824 the U.S. Army established Fort Towson, the second oldest fort in Indian Ter-

ritory, in present Choctaw County. The Choctaw people began settling in the area in 1831–32 after their 

removal from the American South. Signing of the 1837 treaty for the final removal of the Chickasaws into 

the Choctaw Nation occurred at the town of Doaksville, located adjacent to the fort. Doaksville was the 

Chickasaw Nation's largest town and emerged as Indian Territory's most important regional agricultural 

and trading center. Both Towson and Doaksville served as capital of the Choctaw Nation at various times. 

Six miles east of present Hugo, Robert M. Jones, a wealthy Choctaw planter, built an elegant southern 

mansion that he named Rose Hill (burned in 1912). Jones owned more than two hundred slaves on his cot-

ton plantations along the Red River. Tracing its roots to an 1848 Presbyterian mission among the Choc-

taw, the Goodland Presbyterian Children's Home, four miles south of Hugo, is one of Oklahoma's oldest 

such agencies still in existence. County Judge Thomas W. Hunter, called "the Godfather of the Choctaw," 

hailed from Boswell. In 1832 his father, Bina Ahanta, a mixed-blood, made the removal from Mississippi; 

his mother, Tennessee Hunter, was a white woman. Judge Hunter began his career as a teacher at Jones 

Academy, in 1902 unsuccessfully challenged Green McCurtain for the post of Choctaw chief, after state-

hood became the first mayor of Boswell, and later served eight terms in the Oklahoma House of Repre-

sentatives. Another important Choctaw County figure was Joel Spring, titled "the Father of Hugo," who 

operated a store at Goodland. When the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway built a line through the 

Choctaw Nation in 1902, he moved to Hugo. 

As the railroad became more important, Hugo developed into a commercial center. The Webb Hotel was 

one of the most important stops on the line. Reportedly, in the 1920s sixteen passenger trains stopped at 

the town each day, enabling travelers to take advantage of the Webb's facilities. Rail service remained a 

transportation factor, with the Kiamichi Railroad Company (KRR) providing east-west and north-south 

lines. 

Agriculture, ranching, and the lumber industry have supported the county's economy. In 1910, when cot-
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ton reigned as the chief crop, the census counted 2,040 farms. Before World War II tenant farmers 

worked the majority of the farms. Tenants numbered 73 percent of all operators in 1930. By the 1930s 

corn, oats, prairie hay, and peanuts diversified the county's agricultural activities. By the end of the twen-

tieth century, when farms numbered 991 and involved 337,961 acres, soybeans, vegetables, and corn 

were the main crops. A vegetable-processing industry thrived, and petroleum and crushed stone were also 

economic assets. The Kiamichi Area Vocational School and the Western Farmers Electric Cooperative 

were located in Hugo. Retail businesses and health care were the largest employers. 

At 1907 statehood Choctaw County was created with Hugo as its seat. In 1910 the population stood at 

21,862. A decline of several thousand between 1920 and 1930 brought the total to 24,142. By 1950 it had 

dropped to 20,405;in 1960 there were 15,637 residents. There were 15,141 in 1970, 17,203 in 1980, 

15,302 in 1990, and 15,342 in 2000. In 2010 the county had a population of 15,205, of whom 64.9 per-

cent were white, 16.5 percent American Indian, 10.9 percent African American, and 0.3 percent Asian. 

Hispanic ethnicity was identified as 2.8 percent. 

Choctaw County residents have included a variety of personalities. Hugo was also the home of Oklahoma 

Gov. William Judson Holloway, who in 1929 succeeded Henry S. Johnston after his impeachment. The 

town is also the winter headquarters for Carson & Barnes Circus and the Kelly-Miller Brothers Circus. 

Called "Circus City," the town has reserved part of Mt. Olivet cemetery for performers. Among those in-

terred there are circus founder D. R. Miller and rodeo champion bull-riders Freckles Brown, Lane Frost, 

and Todd Whatley. Another recreational amenity has been the annual Bill Grant Bluegrass Festival, at-

tracting musicians and large audiences each summer. Hugo has also garnered recognition for its restora-

tion of the Frisco Depot and the Harvey House Restaurant. The Hugo Dam on the Kiamichi River has 

added fishing and boating at Lake Hugo, attracting tourist dollars. Lake Raymond Gary, east of Fort Tow-

son, also appeals to outdoors enthusiasts. 

Historic properties of Choctaw County that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places include 
the Doaksville Town Site (NR 75001561), Spencer Academy (NR 75001562), Choctaw Chief's House 
(NR 71000660), and Fort Towson Cantonment (70000531). 

James C. Milligan  

Source: James C. Milligan, "Choctaw County," Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org (accessed April 20, 2015).  

Choctaw County,  
Oklahoma 
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SOPER, OKLAHOMA 

 

Altha Alder 

Source:  Altha Alder, "Soper," Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed April 14, 
2015).  

Located in southwestern Choctaw County on U.S. Highway 70, Soper is situated eleven miles west of 

Hugo. In 1902 dwellings and businesses began to spring up in the area when the Arkansas and Choctaw 

Railway (A&C) built a line through present southern Choctaw County. The young community was 

named for Pliny L. Soper, an attorney for the A&C. The post office was established on April 12, 1903, 

with Malcom E. Walker as the first postmaster. That same year Walker built the first hotel and bought 

what was known as the Snippee Store. The store building soon housed a general mercantile, the post of-

fice, the Hicks Confectionery, operated by Walker's brother-in-law, L. W. Hicks, and a telephone office, 

operated by Walker's future wife, Lizzie Lee. 

By 1904 Soper's first religious institution, the Methodist Church, was organized, as was its first school, a 

one-room affair taught by a Professor Amos from Athens, Arkansas. In 1906 the Bank of Soper was es-

tablished with Thomas E. Oakes as president and J. T. Jeter as cashier. Capital assets were said to have 

been twenty-five thousand dollars. The bank building stood on the northeast corner of Main Street and 

U.S. Highway 70. In 1918 another bank was built on the west side of Main Street about halfway be-

tween Highway 70 and Paris Avenue. Both banks operated until 1923. After the Bank of Soper closed, 

the building housed several other businesses, including a dance hall, a cafe, several bars, a movie thea-

ter, and a series of grocery stores. In 1981 Jack Beavers and his wife operated the Soper Grocery in the 

seventy-five-year-old building, when it was destroyed by a fire. 

By January 1, 1907, Walter L. Garner had founded the first newspaper, the Soper Herald. In 1914 Gar-

ner sold the newspaper to Roy E. Crossett, who named it the Soper Democrat. After thirty-three years 

Crossett ceased publishing the paper and sold the equipment to W. E. Schooler of Hugo. 

Some of the businesses advertising in the early issues of the Soper Herald included Ellis Brother's Shoe 

Store, Dry Goods, and Apparel, C. L. Harris Dry Goods, Soper Drug Company, W. E. Larecy Store, L. 

W. Hicks Loans, Insurance, and Real Estate, Nail and Walker Furniture Store, and Jeter and Jeter Insur-

ance. 

At 1907 statehood Soper had 296 residents. By 1920 the population had reached 538. The town support-

ed two doctors, two banks, four churches, a newspaper, and a new three-room school and had water and 

electric utilities. Agriculture provided the economic basis for the community, cotton being the main 

crop. At its economic peak the town had three restaurants, three cotton gins, two barbershops, and two 

hotels. 

The 1940 census recorded 481 residents, a number that declined to 322 in 1970. In 1960 a tornado de-

stroyed most of the downtown area's brick buildings. By 1990 the cotton fields had been converted to 

pasture land. The town had only one industry, a manufacturer of hay-baling equipment, but supported a 

grocery store, two convenience stores, a service station, two cafés, four churches, and two beauty shops. 

According to the 2000 census 300 people lived in Soper, and the 2010 census counted 261. 
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Robert M. Jones (ca. 1808–1873) 

 

 

A mixed-blood Choctaw leader, planter, and entrepre-

neur, Robert M. Jones operated large plantations and 

shipping concerns in Indian Territory. At the peak of 

his success he ran approximately twenty-eight trading 

stores, six plantations along the Arkansas and Texas 

borders, and a sugar plantation in Louisiana. The two 

largest plantations were Lake West, with almost five 

thousand acres near present Oberlin, and Rocky Com-

fort, with approximately ten thousand acres. He was the 

largest slaveholder in Indian Territory, owning approxi-

mately 225 slaves at any given time. His two steam-

boats had regular shipping to New Orleans. 

Jones's greatest service to the Choctaw was in the long 

process of getting the "net proceeds" from the federal 

government. These were payments promised to the 

tribe for the land and improvements in Mississippi and 

Alabama when the tribe was forced to remove to Indian 

Territory in the 1830s. The Choctaw and Creek tribes 

elected Jones president of the "United Nations of the 

Indian Territory," and he was one of the most ardent 

secessionists in the region during the Civil War. He 

was most influential as the joint delegate from the 

Chickasaw and Choctaw nations to the Confederate 

Congress in Richmond, Virginia. 

Jones also negotiated the Choctaws' post-war treaty 

with the federal government, which included the past 

payment of the "net proceeds." He regained his antebel-

lum wealth by retaining his property and businesses 

and by selling forty-five hundred bales of cotton that he 

had earlier stored in New Orleans. 

Jones did not believe that all Indians could follow his 

example of assimilation into the Anglo world. He later 

testified to the Shanks Commission, which was investi-

gating Indian fraud, that most of the Choctaw desired 

to keep their tribal lands in common, and that if the 

Indians were forced to accept allotment, they would 

lose their nationality, and the tribe would end. 

 

Jones died of malaria in 1873. Because his last will and testa-

ment was vague, the extent of his wealth remained unknown. 

In 1912 fire destroyed Rose Hill, Jones's two-story mansion 

near present Hugo, and all of his records and correspondence 

were lost as well. He is buried in the adjoining Rose Hill Cem-

etery, a property of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 

Michael L. Bruce 

Source: Michael L. Bruce, "Jones, Robert M.," Encyclopedia of Okla-
homa History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed April 14, 
2015).  

The Robert M. Jones home at Rose Hill 

David A. Stovall Collection; http:// www.okhistory.org 
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The Tragedy of Rose Hill (Transcription) 
By W. B. Morrison 

Sourtheastern State Teachers College, Durant 

Rose Hill, for all its beautiful name takes its place 
in Oklahoma History with the shadow of tragedy 
across it. 

Seven miles southeast of the present city of Hugo, 
beautifully located on the uplands above the Red 
river bottoms, stood Rose Hill, the home of Col. 
Robert M. Jones, the largest slave-owner and proba-
bly the wealthiest Choctaw Indian of his day.  This 
mansion—for it was a mansion—was erected a dec-
ade or more before the Civil war.  It was a large 
two-story house, with spacious rooms and broad 
halls.  Each of the first story rooms was finished in 
a different variety of wood,  maple, walnut, mahog-
any.   Great stone fireplaces opened into nearly eve-
ry room.  A colonial stairway led from the main hall 
to the second story, but there was also a secret stair-
way, known only to those familiar with the place.  
Most of the lumber for the mansion was shipped 
from Jefferson, Texas, and some of it all the way 
from New Orleans, while the handsome furniture 
came from the States or from Europe. 

The house faced the south, and a broad veranda 
with high white posts added dignity to the approach 
from this quarter.  A walk of marble slabs from the 
foot of the veranda steps down through the lawn 
toward the military road that passed near the man-
sion on the west side, on its way to the Red river 
and Paris.  This lawn was full of well-kept flower 
beds, roses and shrubs, making the surroundings 
attractive and justifying the name.  A deer park with 
a high fence adjoined the lawn.  Farther to the 
southwest and beyond the road were the slave quar-
ters.  Around the entire mansion premises of several 
acres.  Colonel Jones planted a hedge of cedars and 
these, now grown into great trees, remain one of the 
few landmarks of the historic place. 
   …. 

The builder of Rose Hill mansion was one of the 
most notable and remarkable men ever produced by 
the Choctaw nation.  Little is known of his ancestry 
except that he was a half-breed Indian, born in Mis-

(Continued from page 1) sissippi in 1808.  When he was small a white 
man, probably connected with the early mission-
aries, became interested in him and saw that he 
received what education the local mission school 
could give.  When 19 years old, he was sent to 
the Choctaw academy in Scott county, Kentucky, 
where he remained three years and received a cer-
tificate. 

In addition to the certificate, Jones was given a 
letter signed by two of the teachers and one trus-
tee of the academy. This letter throws so much 
light on the character and ability of young Jones 
that it is worth quoting, especially in view of the 
fact that the one trustee who signed it, Richard M. 
Johnson, just six years later became vice presi-
dent of the United States with President Van Bu-
ren. It reads as follows: 

In addition to the foregoing certificate, we should 
neither do justice to ourselves nor to Robert M. 
Jones without further stating to the public that our 
long acquaintance with and particular knowledge 
of Mr. Jones justify us to the full extent in stating 
that he is a young man of sterling worth, strictly 
honest and just in all his dealings with mankind; 
of a fine mind, well cultivated and improved; en-
tertaining a high and dignified sense of honor; 
well qualified with a good English education for 
any ordinary business ; and in whom the utmost 
confidence may be placed as to integrity and abil-
ity on his part to discharge faithfully any duty he 
would undertake.  

   THEO. HENDERSON, 

    Teacher, 

   F. C. M’CALLA, 

    Asst. Teacher. 

   RH. M. Johnson, 

    Asst. Teacher. 

When young Jones returned to his home, his 
guardian, who had husbanded the annuity pay-
ments due his ward, turned over to him $1,800.  
Instead of squandering it in a few months, Jones 
invested the money in merchandise, and began a 
career of successful trading that eventually made 
him wealthy.  Upon coming to the territory, in 
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1832, with the tribal migration, he opened stores at 
a number of strategic points, Doaksville, Lukfata 
and Skullyville among them.  

   …. 

He was particularly fortunate in the choice of store 
managers faithful to his interests and honest in 
handling his money.  As may be expected from 
what is known of his character, Jones was always 
eminently fair with these men, a number of whom 
also rose to affluence.  Whenever he made a little 
money, he bought a negro or two, and began clear-
ing up and farming Red river bottom land. When 
sufficient land was cleared to justify it, he built a 
residence, a store, cabins for the negroes, placed an 
overseer in charge, and thus started a plantation. 

By the time of the Civil war he had six such planta-
tions along the Red river from Lake West, in what 
is now Bryan county, all the way to the Arkansas 
line.  These were known in order as the Last West, 
Boggy, Rose Hill, Root Hog, Shawneetown and 
Walnut Bayou plantations.  At one time he also 
owned a sugar plantation in Louisiana.  Colonel 
Jones, at the height of his prosperity, is said to 
have owned 500 slaves and was probably worth 
$1,000,000 or more when the war came.  He oper-
ated two steamboats on the Red river and carried 
his own produce to the New Orleans markets, as 
well as supplying his stores with goods.  The 
woods of the Red river section were full of his cat-
tle, and for many years after the war his “R-J” 
brand was one of the best known in this section. 

As might be expected, Colonel Jones stood high in 
the confidence of the Choctaw people and was al-
ways prominent in their councils.  Possibly the 
highest honor he received was that of representa-
tive from the Choctaw nation to the Confederate 
congress at Richmond, Va.  He was a man of per-
sonal piety, as was frequently attested by the old 
missionaries of the period.  Whenever a missionary 
preacher came to Rose Hill, he assembled the ne-
gro slaves and had a sermon preached to them,  if 
convenient.  

Personally, Colonel Jones was large of stature, ra-
ther imposing and dignified in appearance, but at 
the same time very democratic and approachable.  
His great house was always open to the wayfarer, 

and it is said that nearly every day there would be a 
number of strangers at his hospitable table, where 
abundant meals were served from imported china 
and cut glass.  If the party included humble 
fullbloods, as well as white men of some note, the 
former would be served first, and always given 
every attention. 

Colonel Jones was married three times.  His first 
wife was Judith Walker, a sister of the famous Col. 
Tandy Walker of Civil war fame.  The three chil-
dren of this marriage all died in infancy.  His sec-
ond wife was Susan Colbert, a member of the well 
known Chickasaw family of that name.  She was 
wealthy in her own right, but, like her husband, 
was quite democratic, presiding with much grace at 
Rose Hill, and welcoming rich and poor alike.  She 
dressed in the latest New Orleans styles, as befitted 
a woman of her position, and much of the beauty 
of the Rose Hill mansion and grounds was due to 
her careful attention and good taste.  While Colo-
nel Jones Rode horseback from plantation to plan-
tation, a coach and team of coal black horses was 
kept at Rose Hill for his wife and family should 
they desire to go to Doaksville, or perhaps to Paris, 
Texas, where Colonel Jones also owned a fine 
home.  Sarah Colbert bore Jones two children; a 
daughter, Frances, who married a man named 
Love, and a son, who died in infancy.  Robert 
Love, a son of Frances Jones Love, later inherited 
the Shawneetown estate, and died some years ago 
at Clarkesville, Texas. 

After the death of his second wife, in 1860, Colo-
nel Jones married Miss Elizabeth Earle, one of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian missionary teachers at 
Armstrong academy.  Of the five children of this 
marriage, only two lived to maturity, Robert Jr., 
and Mary, who later married G. G. Randell.  How-
ever, the old planter did not long survive the war, 
the loss of his slave property, and the despoiling of 
his Choctaw people, and on Feb. 22, 1873, he 
passed away. 

After this event, tragedy began to stalk about Rose 
Hill.  About a year after the death of Colonel 
Jones, his widow married Dr. Samuel Bailey, the 
plantation physician.  He become administrator of 
the estate, and while he was from all reports, an 
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able and energetic man, was naturally not very well 
liked by the relatives, who believed that he was 
enriching himself at their expense.  Later, he and 
his wife made the Boggy plantation their home, 
though he gave personal attention to several of the 
farms. 

   …. 

The negroes have a superstition that cedar trees 
bring trouble and death—that if you plant one, sor-
row will surely arrive when the tree grows tall 
enough for its shadow to cover a grave.  However 
this may be, it will be remembered that the entire 
Rose Hill estate is surrounded by a cedar hedge.   
They had by this time become stately trees casting 
their somber shadows over the sunny hillside. Time 
ran on until the fall of 1882, when according to 
Choctaw law young Robert Jones became of age. 
He and other heirs of Colonel Jones began to de-
mand a prompt settlement of the estate. Bailey paid 
little attention to them except to tell them that he 
would make a settlement in due time. Not long af-
ter this, Bailey was at the Lake West farm loading 
cotton to sent to Caddo, then one of the most im-
portant towns on the Missouri-Kansas & Texas 
railroad. 
 
Robert Jones and his nephew, Robert Love rode up 
before the wagons left and repeated their demand 
for a settlement, which request was again refused.  
In the quarrel that followed, the boys shot Bailey to 
death. His body was taken back to the mouth of 
Boggy and buried there. Sentiment was so largely 
in favor of the youths that neither of them suffered 
any penalty for the deed. However, the next year 
when Robert Jones went down to the Boggy farm 
on some matter of business, Tom Young, who had 
been Baileys overseer, attempted to arrest him on 
the old charge, but friends interfered and in a gen-
eral shooting affray, Young was killed.  Jones 
made his escape, but a short time afterward the 
news came of the death of the unfortunate young 
man at St. Louis. His body was brought to Paris, 
Texas for burial though some say it was afterward 
removed to Rose Hill. 

After dissension and tragedy cast their blight over 
the old estate, members of the Jones family con-

nection rarely resided there for any length of time, 
and the place soon fell into decay.  It was natural that 
a house with such associations and history should 
acquire the reputation of being haunted, which made 
it still more difficult to retain tenants. Stories of 
ghostly sighs, of doors being opened by unseen 
hands, of shadowy figures moving up and down the 
stairways were common , and were implicitly be-
lieved by the negroes, if not by the white occupants 
of the house in those days. 

   …. 

An ordinary family could not use much more than 
half of the room space; most of the negroes, who 
once had swarmed about the estate, had moved away 
and except for an occasional country dance that on 
some winter evening again brought a crowd into the 
spacious halls, the glory and life once pulsing about 
Rose Hill was gone forever.  It is said that the notori-
ous Belle Starr on one of her trips to Paris, Texas, 
attended a dance at the old house during this period.  
Many years later while Rose Hill was in charge of the 
parents Will W. Biard of Hugo, an "old timer" came 
up to the house one day and, as was frequently the 
case, asked the privilege of looking the place over.  
Coming into the great front room or parlor, he re-
marked, "The last time I was in this room, I danced 
with Belle Starr; she was a mighty bad woman, but 
sure a good dancer."  

The curtain fell on Rose Hill in 1915 when the man-
sion and most of the out buildings burned to the 
ground. Today only a crumbling heap of stones mark 
the spot where it stood. Near the ruins a rent house 
has been erected for the use of the present tenant of 
the farm. The estate was allotted by Miss Randall, 
grand-daughter of Colonel Jones who is living at pre-
sent in California. Few evidences of the former im-
portance of the place remain. It is now isolated and 
more than a half mile from even a county road. 

Near the well may be seen a giant iron pot, more 
than six feet in diameter, said to have been used in 
slavery times for the making of salt from the saline 
waters of a neighboring creek. And a short distance 
to the east, surrounded by an iron picket fence, is the 
little cemetery where lie the bodies of Colonel Jones 
and many members of his family.  Most of them have 
elaborate tombstones. That of Colonel Jones bears 
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Old Land Mark Burned Last Week 

The once famous and historic dwelling located at 
Rose Hill six miles southeast of Hugo burned last 
Friday night. 
The cause of the fire is unknown. The night before 
the fire occurred in the morning, there was a dance in 
the old manor house, but there was no sign of fire 
anywhere when the guests and the tenant left shortly 
before the fire was discovered. 
The loss is considerable, as it is understood there was 
no insurance. 
This was one of the oldest and most noted buildings 
in the entire Choctaw Nation. It was built in ante-
bellum days and at a time when there was no saw 
mill in this, the then considered western country, 
consequently the lumber was shipped by boat up the 
Red River from New Orleans. This old two story, 
eight-room building was situated on a hill overlook-
ing a large lawn sloping to the south in which shrub-
bery, evergreens, and rose bushes grew in profusion. 
Special attention seemed to have been given to the 
selection and cultivation of roses, and in spring and 
summer while this great collection of “thorned shrub-
bery” was in bloom the hill side had the appearance 
of a solid bed of roses, and it was thus that it acquired 
its name, Rose Hill. To the south on an opposite hill, 
was a general merchandise store, grist mill and a cot-
ton gin. For a long time this was the leading trading 
point for Kiamichi county. 
The builder and original owner of Rose Hill was 
Robert M. Jones, a full blood Choctaw Indian, who 
enjoyed the distinction of being one of the wealthiest 
members of his tribe, owning several hundred negro 
slaves, many horses and cattle, large farms— includ-
ing a large sugar plantation in Louisiana—and a fifty 
thousand dollar mansion in Paris, Texas. A few years 
after the close of the war Jones died and his widow 
married Dr. Samuel Bailey, formerly of Kentucky. 
Later, Robert M. Jones, Jr., a son and heir of Robert 
M. Jones, Sr., and commonly known as “Little Bob,” 
together with his kinsman, Robert M. Love, killed 
Bailey over a division of the estate. Soon after the 
murder of Bailey, “Little Bob” and others killed Tom 
Young, an acting U. S. marshal. 
“Little Bob” then fled the country and is said to have 
committed suicide in St. Louis. Mary Jones, a daugh-
ter, married W. W. Randell, and it was one of her 
children, Elizabeth Randell, who finally inherited this 
old homestead. 
 
The Choctaw Herald. (Hugo, Okla.),  
Vol. 5, No. 37, Ed. 1 Thursday, February 23, 1911 

Rose Hill 
the compass and square of the Masonic fraternity.  
Scattered about the grounds, as on the site of  Gold-
smith's “Deserted Village," are to be seen domestic 
vines or trees now strangely out of place in their 
wild surroundings. 
 

All about the place in stately rows, the great cedars 
stand like melancholy sentinels. Rose Hill is but a 
memory.  

We always have a degree of sympathy for the large, 
helpless man whose hands an feet are always in his 
way, who is tied up to a clean-cut woman, who 
looks like she had been whittled out with a knife.  

   ———— 

There are a lot of folks who are always willing to do 
their share if you will accord them the privilege of 
deciding what their share should be. 

   ———— 

The books we know the least about are the greatest 
books in the world. 

   ———— 

A really good woman is God’s greatest blessing, 
and a bad one is the devil’s greatest ally.  

The Daily Oklahoman. (Oklahoma City, Okla.),  
Vol. 36, No. 60, Section D, Sunday, 11 Mar 1928 
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Oklahoma’s Most Endangered Historic Places 
2010 Announced 

...Rose Hill Plantation was one of multiple plan-
tation properties along the Red River owned by the 
prominent Choctaw Nation member Robert Jones. 
Rose Hill Plantation is located approximately five 
miles southeast of Hugo, Oklahoma on the uplands 
above the Red River in Choctaw County. Rose Hill 
served as Jones’ summer residence while Lake 
West, also in Oklahoma, served as his winter resi-
dence. Jones is known to have controlled thousands 
of acres on the six plantations, owned over 200 
slaves, owned two steamboats and operated many 
stores/trading posts.  

Hidden from view from the nearest road by large 
growth trees and undergrowth, all that remains of 
the plantation are scattered foundations, large 
growth cedar trees and the plantation cemetery. The 
property is significant for its association with Rob-
ert Jones and its archeological potential... 
 
Preservation Oklahoma News, Vol. XVI, No. 3, 
April 2010 

Rose Hill Plantation 
2011 Oklahoma’s Most Endangered Historic Places       

Preservation Oklahoma News, Vol. XVII, No. 3, April 2011 

Rose Hill 
 
Rose Hill, constructed before the Civil War, was the 
plantation home of Colonel Robert M. Jones, the 
wealthiest citizen of the Choctaw Nation. At one 
time, he owned 500 slaves to farm the land along the 
Red River. His mansion was decorated with crystal 
chandeliers imported from Europe. Rose Hill burned 
to the ground on Christmas night 1912. Only a row of 
massive cedar trees mark the site of the home today. 
Nearby, Jones is buried with his wife and children in 
a family cemetery.  
Located on US-70, 2 miles east of Hugo  

Source: http://www.okhistory.org 
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Indian Pioneer Papers Collection  

Robert M. Jones Burial Ground (Hugo, Oklahoma), interview by Hazel B. Greene, 30 Jun 1937, Vol. 113.   

The University of Oklahoma Western  History Collections 
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Parents of Dudley Enoch Willison     Parents of Eva Salena Gately 

James W. Willison & Mary Jane Campbell    Henry Clay Gately & Rebecca Emmaline McConnell 

 

Dudley Enoch Willison      Eva Salena Gately 

B. 15 Jan 1888, Cooper, Lamar, Texas    B. 3 Jun 1878, Dardanelle, Yell, Arkansas 

D. 7 May 1968, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma   D. 21 Jan 1925, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

Married: 7 May 1906, Antlers, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory 

Both Buried: 

Antlers City Cemetery, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

 

  

Children: 

Otto Ray Willison 
B. 11 Feb 1908, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
04 Mar 1993, Bethany, Oklahoma, Oklahoma 
Buried: Antlers City Cemetery,  
 Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
Spouse: Georgia Luellen Spradlin 
 

Ralph Dudley Willison 

B. 8 Jan 1911, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
D. 24 Dec 1985, Pomona, Los Angeles, California 
Buried: Pierce Brothers Crestlawn Memorial Park & Mortuary, 
 Riverside, Riverside, California 
Spouse: Allene Culp 
 

Golden Willison 

B. 5 Feb 1913, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
D. 25 Nov 1976, Ardmore, Carter, Oklahoma 
Buried: Graham Cemetery, 
 Graham, Carter, Oklahoma 
Spouse: Dow Renels Robertson 
 

Coy Willison 

B. 26 Nov 1914, Kent Community, Choctaw, Oklahoma 
D. 19 Jan 1992, Kent Community, Choctaw, Oklahoma 
Buried: Antlers City Cemetery, 
 Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
Spouse: Waneeta Cleo Morris 
 

Regnal Finis Willison 

B. 16 Sep 1919, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
D. 11 Dec 1937, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
Buried: Antlers City Cemetery, 
 Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
Spouse: Never married Dudley Enoch & Eva “Evie” Salena (Gately) Willison 
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Dudley’s father, James Willison - 1900 Census 
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Dudley, his mother and siblings - 1900 Census 
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Only one day after his 20th birthday, Dudley lost his father. Over the course of only 
a few weeks, Dudley Willison lost nearly every member of his immediately family.  



 

VOLUME 2 IS SUE  2  Page 34 

Featured Family  

 

 

 

E
v
a (G

ately
) W

illiso
n

’s F
am

ily
 B

ib
le 



 

Page 35 

Featured Family  

CHOCTAW  COUN TY G ENE ALOG IC AL SOC IETY  

 

"My Mother's Bible, given her 
by her youngest Brother upon 
his return from Germany in 
"world war one" 

This is the Bible I used to 
preach from when I first started 
preaching. Carrying it on a 
horse much of the time.  

I used it form 1927 to 1988." 

            Otto  

 

Rev. Otto R. Willison, son of 
Dudley & Eva Willison 
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Dudley, Eva & Children - 1910 Census 
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World War I 

Draft Registration Card 
 

 
Source: http://www.ancestry.com 
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Dudley, Eva, and children - 1920 Census 
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Dudley & children - 1930 Census 
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In 1937, Dudley buried his youngest child. 

Antlers American, 16 Dec 1937 

Antlers City Cemetery 
Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 
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Dudley & Granddaughter - 1940 Census 
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Dudley Enoch Willison with his dog, Lassie - Sep 1960 
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Dudley Enoch Willison, 1888-1968 
Antlers City Cemetery, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

Eva (Gately) Willison , 1878-1925 
Antlers City Cemetery, Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

Unknown Newspaper 

Together Again 



 

Page 49 

Featured Family  

CHOCTAW  COUN TY G ENE ALOG IC AL SOC IETY  

Sons of Dudley & Eva (Gately) Willison 

Above - Antlers City Cemetery 
Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

 
Left - Obituary for Otto R. Willison 

Antlers American, 18 Mar 1993 

Above - Antlers City Cemetery 
Antlers, Pushmataha, Oklahoma 

 
Left - Obituary for Coy Willison 
Antlers American, 23 Jan 1992 



 

VOLUME 2 IS SUE  2  Page 50 

Featured Family  

 

 

 

Willison Homestead 
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This picture frame is made from the wood of the old barn. 
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“Grandpa Willison had this stand, bowl and a mirror at his back door to wash up before 
going inside. The chamber bucket was under the bed at night, and that is his well bucket 

on the left.” - Donna Willison Head 
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Photo in the background is Eva (Gately) Willison  
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Grandmother’s pie safe and dishes 
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My Grandparents’ first ice box. 
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Willison Family Reunion  
1966 at the Log Cabin Cafe  

Antlers, Oklahoma 
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Willison Family Reunion 
2004 at the  

Willison Family Farm  
 

Left: Grandchildren &  
Great Grandchildren of  

Dudley & Eva (Gately) Willison 
in front of the tree that  

Eva planted. 

All information, photographs 
and documents provided by, 

Donna Willison Head,  
Granddaughter 
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by Larry Moore 

Chief Key 

 

 Clarence William "Chief" Key was born 
Choctaw, his mother was full Choctaw, July 30, 
1897 in Indian Territory, now Durant, Bryan 
County.  Clarence had four brothers and a sister.  
They grew up on a farm near Fort Towson.  The 
Key brothers (Joe, Clarence, Claude & Willie) 
were natural showmen.  They were raised on a 
farm and competed in their own family rodeos. 

 The Key brother's first show was at the 
city park in Fort Towson where the town's people 
held their annual picnic.  Joe, the oldest brother, 
owned and managed the Key Brothers Wild West 
Show from 1916 until his death in 1929.  Joe was 
an expert horseman, rope spinner, calf roper and 
bulldogger.  He taught his brothers the skills nec-
essary for a Wild West Show.  Claude "Buck" 
Key was the chief cowboy and saddle bronc rider.  
Willie, the youngest brother, joined the show in 
1927 when he was 18.  Clarence “Chief” Key was 
a knife thrower and rifle marksman.  He only 
stayed with the family show for a brief period. 

 Chief Key continued his rodeo years as an 
All American Cowboy, bronc buster and contin-
ued to increase his skills.   His act included knife 
throwing,   sharp shooting, roping, and rope twirl-
ing.   

 Knife throwing came natural to the chief.  
He started each season without a minute of prac-
tice.  His wife, Tillie Key, was his target.  He 
needed to be perfect, and he was.  He only nicked 
her once in 30 years, 420 performances, 25 knives 
per performance, or 315,000 throws.   

 Sharp Shooting - He would hit a knife with 
the bullet, split the bullet, and light 2 matches with 
the bullet halves.  Then with upside down and side 
shots he puts out candles with the bullets. 

 Roping - He was famous for his “big horse 
catch” in which he ropes 6 running horses at one 
time. 

 Chief Key appeared under the Big Top 
with Tim McCoy, Four Paws Sells, Hagenback 

and Wallace, Russell, Fred J Mack, Ringling 
Brothers, Cole Walters, Hugo Brothers Side Show 
and Al G Kelly Miller.  His show business career 
included appearances in silent movies and had 
been featured in Ripley’s Believe It or Not.  His 
career took him to every state, Canada and Mexi-
co. 

 Chief Key’s life was not just show busi-
ness.  He was a Veteran of World War I.  He 
served as Acting Chief of the Choctaw Tribe at all 
government affairs.  He was a deputy constable, 
then a constable.  He played an important role in 
one of Choctaw County’s major crimes, the mur-
der of the Rogers family near Fort Towson in 
1939. 

 Chief Key and Matilda (Tillie) had 2 chil-
dren, Mary and Edward.  Their family traveled 
with the shows.  When the children were of age 
they became part of the show.  Chief Key retired 
from Kelly Miller and enjoyed his retirement on 
his farm in Fort Towson.   

 Chief Key died May 3, 1960. He is still the 
most famous Circus Choctaw, but the future 
brings many youth circuses, with new talent, new 
stars and perhaps a new Chief. 

Knife Thrower 
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Circus  
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Choctaw County Records 

CHOCTAW  COUN TY G ENE ALOG IC AL SOC IETY  
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Choctaw County Records 

CHOCTAW  COUN TY G ENE ALOG IC AL SOC IETY  
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Upcoming Cemetery Gatherings for the Second Quarter of 2015 

 
Those that would like to can meet us at the Hugo library parking lot at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to 
join us and you do not have to be a member of the Society to help. For more information, please call the 
Society’s President, Donna Willison Head at 580-743-3381, email us at choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 
or visit the project page at our website. 

 

April 12th - Soper Cemetery 
 
 
May 17th - Bluff, Gay, & Sugar Hill 
 
 
June  14th - Crowder Springs & Crowder Prairie 
 

All cemetery gatherings are weath-
er permitting. Cancellation notices 
will be emailed (to members), post-
ed on our facebook page, and up-
dated on our event calendar.  

 

If we finish the designated ceme-
teries and there is enough time left 
in the day, we will go to Mt. Olivet 
cemetery. 

Cemetery in Spring 

mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-projects-cemetery.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/choctawcountyokgensoc/
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-calendar.html
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Publication List 

Choctaw County Genealogical Society  

Publication List 

Cemetery Records Price 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book A-B $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book C-D $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book E-G $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book H-J $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book K-L $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book M-N $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book O-R $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book S-T $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book U-Z $25.00 

Funeral Home Records  

Snow/Coffey/Soper Funeral Home Records, 1913-1939 $25.00 

Obituary Books & Newspaper Extractions  

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 1999A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 1999B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2007A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2008A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2008B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2009A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2009B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2010A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2010B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2011A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2011B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2012A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2012B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2013A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2013B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2014A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2014B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

The Soper Democrat of Choctaw County, OK - Birth, Marriage, & Death Index $25.00 

Miscellaneous Obituaries from the Ft. Towson Area  $20.00 

Marriage Records  

Marriage Records, Volume I, 1907-1910 $25.00 

School Records  

Teacher Enrollment Books - District 27 - Bearden Springs $35.00 

Teacher Enrollment Books - District 37 - Cedar Springs $35.00 

Court Records  
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Queries 

Publication List & Queries 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1908 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1909 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1910 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1911 $30.00 

Choctaw-Chickasaw Court Index, 1902-1903 (Index Only) $20.00 

Church Records  

Frazier Chapel Church Records, 1896-1951 - Pushmataha County $30.00 

Local History  

Fort Towson, Indian Territory ‘A Link to the West’ by Marlynn Ann Fleck-O’Keefe $30.00 

Directories  

1930 Hugo, OK City Directory $20.00 

Click here to order online or download our publication order form. 

Do you need help? 

Queries are published in 
our Quarterly Newsletters 
free for members and only 
$3 each for non-members.  

 

This is a great way to find  
other people researching 
your lines.  

 

Our Newsletters are mailed 
all over the United States 
as part of our newsletter 
exchange program.  

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-store-books.html
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/pdf/society-forms/publicationorderform.pdf


 

The Choctaw County Genealogy Association DBA The Choctaw 

County Genealogical Society is a non-profit organization dedi-

cated to the collection and preservation of genealogical and 

historical information as well as genealogical and historical 

education of Choctaw County, Oklahoma.  

Society members provide these services through volunteer work. 

The Society maintains a research library to aid those research-

ing their family genealogy .We also serve the community 

through projects such as our Cemetery Project and our Veteran 

Tribute Project.  

Please visit our website for more Society information.  

Click here to download our membership application.  

Feel free to join our Facebook group (you do not have to be a 

Society Member to join). 

703 E. Jackson Street 

Hugo, OK 74743 

choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 

CHOCT AW COUNT Y 
GE NEALOG ICAL SOCIETY 

Our Sponsors    

2015 Officers 

President - Donna Head 
Vice-President - Norm Pence 

Recording Secretary - John Brewer 
Corresponding Secretary - Sydney Groat 

Treasurer - Cindy Burkhalter 
Newsletter Editor - April Makerney 

Webmaster - April Makerney 

News Reporter - Donna Head 
Society Librarian - Cindy Burkhalter 

Parliamentarian - John Brewer 
Historian - Sherri Cheek 

Membership Director - Donna Head  (interim) 
Program Director - Donna Head (interim) 

We’re on the web! 

www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/
C:/Users/April/Documents/Genealogy/ccgs/ccgs forms/society-forms/memberapplication.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/choctawcountyokgensoc/
mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/

