
 

Let’s put it this way, if you are not 
currently using FamilySearch in your 
genealogical research, you should be.  

FamilySearch offers 100 years of rec-
ord gathering and preservation.  

  FREE   

Many records are already online for 
easy access with new records being 
added regularly. Those records that 
can’t be accessed online can be ac-
cessed at 4,745 FamilySearch Centers 
worldwide.    
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Maybe you have tried using Fami-
lySearch and were overwhelmed at 
the multitude of records. Maybe you 
did a search and just couldn’t seem to 
find what you were looking for.   

One thing to understand about Fami-
lySearch is that not all records are  
available online and not all records 
that are online are indexed. Meaning, 
if you do a name search on your an-
cestor unindexed records will not be 
in your results list.   

(Continued on page 21) 

“FamilySearch, historically known as the 

Genealogical Society of Utah, which was 

founded in 1894, is dedicated to preserving the 

records of the family of mankind. Our purpose 

is simple—help people connect with their 

ancestors through easy access to historical 

records.” ~ FamilySearch.org 



 

Chahta Anumpa (Choctaw Language) 

 
 

Choctaw Language Rules 

 

Rule 3 

Some words are accented. Although they are not accented in the tra-
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Chahta Anumpa 2 

From the President 3 

Upcoming Events 4 

CCGS Membership 4 

Library Visitors & Hours 5 

CCGS Bookshelf 6 

Donations 7 

Veteran Spotlight 8 

Gone But Not Forgotten 9 

Choctaw County Recollections 10-11 

Featured Family 12-20 

FamilySearch Article cont’d  21-23 

Choctaw County Records 24-31 

Publication List 32-33 

Cemetery Project 33 

Our Sponsors 34 

Inside this issue: 

Chahta = Choctaw ishi = to grasp 

hishi = fur shinuk = sand 

shukcha = bag, pocket shakba = arm 

oka = water okti = ice 

nuni = fish báhta = sack 

fóni = bone shukha = hog 
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Click on any of the Choctaw words in red above to hear an audio clip  
from ChoctawSchool.com 

(Courtesy of Choctaw Nation - used with permission) 

Minor Rule 

The letter e is written for long i. As in English e says its name. Click to 
listen to the pronunciation of these words. Listen to the sound of e. 

tuchena/tuchchena = three ahe = potato 

weki = heavy tek = female 

sheki = buzzard Me = May 

 
Warning! 

 

Genealogy may be 

addictive! 

http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7115/chahta.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/6743/anumpa.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7115/chahta.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7121/ishi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7124/hishi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7112/shinuk.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7137/shukcha.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7140/shakbi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7100/oka.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7106/okti.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7127/nvni.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7118/bahta.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7133/foni.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7161/shukha.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7109/okchi.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7103/opa.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7158/tuchena.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7152/ahe.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7143/weki.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7155/tek.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7149/sheki.mp3
http://www.choctawschool.com/media/7146/me.mp3
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From the President 

Relatives Are Closer Than You Think 
Genealogy is a hobby that takes over your life. If you have done genealogy of your grandparents and beyond 
it just seems that all of your family always live in another state or across the state from where you are. You 
are always looking away from where you live. 

In the beginning we used to write letters with an attached Family Group Sheet, or every vacation travel to 
where there is an old farm place or cemetery. Now, you just turn on a computer and most everything we want 
is right there. 

The year was 2006 when my husband Wayne and I moved 
from Idabel, OK, to Hugo, OK. We had children that lived in 
Paris, TX and Colbert, OK so Hugo was in the middle….sort 
of. I turned one small bedroom into a genealogy room with a 
half bed. I set up my desk, organizers, 3 ring binders, you 
know the stuff that I’m talking about, and started where I left 
off before the move. 

One night about 2am I saw where a Grand Uncle was buried 
here in Hugo. I couldn’t believe it. A relative this close to 
where I live. I was so excited so the next day I wanted to go 
to the cemetery to take a picture of the headstone. Thank 
goodness it was a small cemetery because I did not know 
where the grave was at and it was raining. I found his grave 
plus a couple of others. As a genealogist you know how ex-
cited I was in my findings. 

I noticed that a genealogy society was not active in Hugo. I 
had met a man that was a member of that society at the li-
brary one day. We started talking and within a couple of 
months we held our first genealogy meeting and formed a 
society. 

At one of the meetings, we were talking about indexing the 
cemeteries and I said that I had a Grand Uncle buried here 
locally. Someone spoke up and asked what the last name was 
and after I told them Gately they wanted to know how I was related to the Gately name. I said that my Grand-
mother was a Gately and she is buried in the Antlers City Cemetery along with the rest of my Paternal family 
and that the Gately buried at Shoal Springs is Felix B. Gately who is my Grand Uncle.  

Low and behold, if this woman didn’t stand up and say, “Felix B. Gately is my Grandfather”. Can you believe 
this? Two people who did not know each other, in the same room, in the same town at the same time. Boy, we 
were two excited people.  Later in comparing research, we found that Cindy Gateley Burkhalter’s side of the 
family spelled the name Gateley and my side spelled it Gately. 

Recently, we introduced her daughter Amy to my grandchildren Blayne and Alexis Willison. Come to find 
out the two girls were so much alike it was unreal.  

Cindy and I have now joined the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) and in the process of getting 
the two girls into the CAR (Children of the American Revolution). 

It just shows that you never know who you are related to no matter where you live. 

Donna Willison Head, President  

 

L to R: Blayne Willison, Alexis Willison, Donna Willison 
Head, Cindy Gateley Burkhalter, Amy Burkhalter 



 

We would like to wish a  
warm welcome to our  
New Society Members!  

Evelyn June Kirk - Antlers, OK 

Sandra Gregg - Hugo, OK 

Charles Gregg - Hugo, OK 

Billie Heath - Garland, TX 

Carol Winters - Boswell, OK 

We would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to the  

following members… 

April Makerney - Jul 23rd 

Betty Rowland - Aug 3rd 

Amy Burkhalter - Aug 5th 

Stella Jefferson - Aug 19th 

Janie Allensworth - Sep 8th 

Danny Groat - Sep 10th 

Jimmy Watson - Sep 11th 

Rita Davis - Sep 18th 

Charles Gregg - Sep 19th 
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  Upcoming Events 

PLEASE SUPPORT US BY RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015 

The Membership Director will be sending out email or postal mail reminders to each  

member at the beginning of their membership renewal month. 

Click here to access our online 
event calendar for more detailed 

information about upcoming 
events. 

July 

4th - Independence Day 

6th - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 

August 

3rd - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
         Class: Citing Sources 

 

September 

3rd - 7th - Choctaw Nation Labor 
                 Day Festival, Tvshka 
  Homma, OK  

7th - Labor Day 

9-12th - CCGS Booth at Choctaw  
             County Fair 

12th - CCGS Booth at the Choctaw 
          Electric meeting 

14th - CCGS meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
          Class: OneNote for Beginners 

18th - Native American Workshop,  
           sponsored by CCGS, 10-4 
 

Member Birthdays 

Thank you to our current members 
for renewing your membership for 
2015… 

Sim Morgan - Piedmont, OK 

Sunny Rae Muncrief - Madill, OK 

Lila Swink - Swink, OK 

Donna Head - Hugo, OK 

Norm Pence - Hugo, OK 

April Makerney - Hugo, OK 

Cindy Burkhalter - Hugo, OK 

Amy Burkhalter - Hugo, OK 

Donna Callaway - Hugo, OK 

John Brewer - Hugo, OK 

Peggy Maeger - Ft. Towson, OK 

Sue Wall - Messer, OK 

Sherrie Cheek - Boswell, OK 

Sydney Groat - Hugo, OK 
 
         
     Thank You For  
     Your Support! 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-calendar.html
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April  

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Bill Wickland, Ringold, OK - Etchicson 

Billie Priddy, Ft. Towson  - Johnson 

Amanda Boger, Sandpoint, ID - Ashford 

Colleen Clark, Kewanee, IL - Clark 

Sally Hildebran, Hugo 

Deborah Osage, Hugo 

Sam Kelley, Sherman, TX 

Karen Blair - Hamilton, Blair 

Veronica Leurd, Valliant 

May 

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Gail & Jack Sturgess - Childers, Gardner 

Susan & Chris Noble , Utah - Riddle 

Sherri Cheek, Boswell - Maxwell 

Gail Sturgess, Paris, TX - Childers, Gardner 

Jack Sturgess, Paris, TX - Garrett, Aven 

Ruth Meyer 

Bill Wicklund, Ringold, OK - Etchison 

Pat Baker, Hugo - Bohanon, Colbert 

Sally Hildebran, Hugo - Sawyer 

Sam Kelley, TX - Baggs 

June 

Visitor - Visitor Location - Names Researching 

Sharon Smith - Stapleton 

Bill Wicklund, Ringold, OK - Etchison, Dorathy 

Darrell Collins - Mixon 

Kim Norce 

Kadie Daidson 

Billie Heath 

Beverly King, Abilene, TX - Johnson 

Alexis Willison, Paris, TX - Gately/Gateley 

Research Library  
The Choctaw County Genealogical Society 
maintains a Research Library in the Heritage 
Room of the Donald W. Reynolds Library at 
703 E. Jackson Street, Hugo, Oklahoma.  The 
Heritage Room is available during library 
hours. We do ask that you sign in at the library 
front desk as well as sign our guestbook located 
on the Society desk. No food or drink is al-
lowed.  

Children under the age of 12 who enter the 
Heritage room must be under constant supervi-
sion of an adult. Children are not allowed to 
handle any genealogical materials or equipment 
in the Heritage room. Children are required to 
be respectful of other researchers by not being 
loud or otherwise disruptive. Any child being 
loud, using Heritage room research materials or 
equipment, or disruptive in any way will be 
asked to leave the Heritage room.  

Library Hours 
Monday, Tuesday  

& Thursday 9am - 7pm 

Wednesday & Friday 9am – 6pm 

Saturday 9am – 2pm 

Sunday Closed 

Visitors are only listed once each month even if 
they have visited numerous times. Visitors that did 
not sign the guestbook are not listed.  
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New on the bookshelf (bookshelf 
items received in the mail, or pur-
chased this quarter… 

Mistletoe Leaves, Vol. 46, No. 4, Apr 
2015; Vol. 46 # 6, June 2015 

Muldrow Newsletter, Vol. 8,  
Issue 1, April 2015 

Tom News, The Tom Baptist Church, 
Tom, OK, Jan-Feb 2015, May-Jun 
2014 

CGS Newsletter, Cushing, Payne Co, 
OK, Vol. 18, Issue 2, June, Sep, & 
Dec 2014 

The Arkansas Archivist, March, 
2015, April 2015, May 2015 

Greene County Historical & Genea-
logical Society Newsletter 
(Paragould, AR) Vol. 28, Issue 1, 
Spring 2015, Vol. 28, Issue 2, Feb 
2015,  Vol. 28, Issue 4, May-Jun 
2015, Vol. 28, Issue 2, Summer 2015 

Bishinik, Jan 2015, Feb 2015, Mar 
2015, Apr 2015, May 2015, June 
2015 

Hopkins County Heritage Newsletter, 
Sulphur Springs, TX, Vol. 31 # 4, 
Dec 2014, Vol. 32 #1, Mar 2015 

Stirrin’ the Pot, Hot Springs, AR, 
Vol. 5, Issue 5, May 2015 

Love County Historical Society 
Newsletter, Marietta, OK, Apr 2015 

Bryan County, OK Genealogy Li-
brary & Archives Quarterly, May 
2015 

Bond County, Greenville, IL, Genea-
logical Society News, Vol. 29, Issue 
1 Winter, Jan 2014, Vol. 29, Issue 2 
Summer, Jul 2014, Vol. 30, Issue 1 
Winter, Jan 2015 

Charles DeMorse - Pioneer States-
man & Father of Texas Journalism 

Kiowa County Genealogical Society 
Newsletter, Vol. 22 #1, Feb 2015, 
Vol. 22 #2, May 2015 

Lamar County, TX Genealogy & His-
tory, Vol. 32, 2014 

Cass County Connection, TX, Vol. 
41 #1 Spring-Summer 2015 

The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 
XCIII #1 Spring 2015 

New Microfilm 

Ft. Towson Sentinel, 6 Jan 1939 - 26 
Dec 1941 

County News (Warner, Muskogee, 
OK), 4 Jan 2000 - 29 Oct 2000 

Choctaw County News, 5 Jul 2000 - 
7 Feb 2001 

Medicine Park Journal (Medicine 
Park, Comanche, OK), 20 Apr 1998 - 
Feb 2000 

Indian Orphan (Goodland, OK), 1 
Oct 1925 - Dec 1927 

Indian Arrow (Goodland, OK), 3 Jan 
1928 - May 1941 

Choctaw County, OK Weekly,   25 
Jun 1944 - 6 Jun 1963; 2 Jul 1964 - 
29 Dec 1966; 5 Jan 1967 - 9 May 
1968 

Hugo Democrat, 3 Jan 1963 - 30 May 
1963 

New Newsletter Exchanges 

Red River County, TX Genealogical  
Society 

Bryan County, OK Heritage Associa-
tion 

Kiamichi Country Genealogical  
Society, Broken Bow, OK 

Cass County, TX Genealogy  
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Donations 

Donations are always 

welcome and will be 

preserved in our  
research library.   

Remember donations are  
tax-deductible. 

Click here for our  
donation form. 

DONATIONS 

Second Quarter Donations 

 Choctaw County Genealogical Society Banner 

 $10 per month for a maintenance person - Anony-
mous 

 Hard Roller Case for SV600 scanner & computer - 
Sherri Cheek, Boswell. 

 Ft. Towson, OK School Year Books, 1976-1978, 
1980-1989, 1991 - Jane Carpenter of Sapulpa 

 Computer Mouse - Danny & Sydney Groat of Hugo 

Thank You 

C:/Users/April/Documents/Genealogy/ccgs/ccgs forms/society-forms/donationform.pdf
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Veteran Spotlight 

 

 

 The Hugo Daily News, Hugo, Choctaw, OK; Issue: 8 Mar 1993 
 
Funeral Services for Dan Moody Cornelison will be held Thursday at 10 a.m. in Lampton-
Mills & Coffey Funeral Chapel. Mr. Cornelison died Monday in Paris, Texas. He was 66. 
He was a United States Army veteran and a retired worker from Campbell Soup Compa-
ny. 
He was born in Hugo Aug. 17, 1926, to Goodman Cicero and Susan (Oakes) Cornelison. 
He married Estelle (Haislip) Cornelison in Hugo Dec. 12, 1948. He lived in the Riverside 
and Los Angeles, Calif, areas for 25 years and returned to Hugo in 1973. 
Mr. Cornelison is survived by his wife, Estelle (Haislip) Cornelison of Hugo; two sons: 
Danny Cornelison of Paris, Texas, and Joe Cornelison of Lumberton, Texas; one daughter, 
Linda Jones of Hugo; one brother, Everette Cornelison of Amarillo, Texas; four sisters: 
Faye Maxey of Amarillo, Texas, Bobby Johnson of Hugo, Leona Brantley and Marie 
Brantley, both of Crossett, Ark.; eight grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
Rev. Mutt Wallace will officiate the services. 
Mr. Cornelison will be buried in Shoat Springs Cemetery under the direction of Lampton-
Mills & Coffey Funeral Home . 

Note: Corrections: Death date, 7 Mar 1993 (death certificate) & Marriage date , 4 Dec 
1948 (marriage license) ~ per granddaughter, April Makerney 

Dan Moody Cornelison 
submitted by granddaughter, April Makerney 



 

Gone But Not Forgotten  
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Linda Deloris (Cornelison) Jones 

Submitted by daughter, April Makerney, CCGS Member 
You are missed! - RIP 

Linda Deloris Cornelison was born 4 Jul 1950 in Hugo 
to Dan Moody & Estelle (Haislip) Cornelison. Linda 
was the first of their three children and their only daugh-
ter.  

The family moved to Amarillo, Texas in the early 
1950’s then moved to California where they stayed until 
moving back to Hugo in 1973. 

Linda graduated from Rubidoux High School in River-
side, California in May 1969. 

She was married three times and had four children. A 
daughter in 1969 with her first husband (Lilla), a daugh-
ter in 1974 and a son in 1975 with her second husband 
(Wharton), and a daughter in 1987 with her last husband 
(Jones).  

Linda was the proud grandmother of nine grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild before she passed away on 1 
Mar 2013 in Hugo. 

She was laid to rest next to her parents in the Shoat 
Springs cemetery. 

Linda Deloris Cornelison 
Age 5 

Linda Deloris Cornelison 
Senior Picture (1969) 

Rubidoux High School 
Riverside, California 

Linda (Cornelison) Jones & granddaughter, Alyssa Makerney 
Alyssa’s first birthday - 23 Dec 1996 

Linda (Cornelison) Lilla 
daughter Lisa, & Roy Rogers 

c. 1972 California 
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Choctaw County Recollections 
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Do you have clippings, 

photographs, etc.  

you would like to see  

featured in our  

Choctaw County Recollections? 

Scan and email them to 

choctawcountygensoc@live.com 

or mail them to us at  

703 E. Jackson Street,  

Hugo, OK 74743 

Goodland Band, 1939-1940 

Can you identify anyone in this photo?  

Contact CCGS at choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 
Photos from the Choctaw County Historical Society ~ used with permission 

Grant Bank 

mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com?subject=First%20Hugoites%20Photo
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Transcription of text… 

“FIRST HUGOITES” — Someone long ago wrote this on a sheet of paper and pasted it to the back of this 
picture: “First Hugoites - First Postmaster, Enoch Needham, center; first merchant, S. D. (or possibly S. P.) 
King, first merchant, 3rd from right).”  No further identifications were made, although the other words are 
“First builder, first cotton buyer. All starters of Hugo,” Origin of this picture also is unknown. It was in a 
box, labeled “Old Pictures,” handed to a local Hugo history buff. 
 
Photo from the Choctaw County Historical Society ~ used with permission 

Enoch Needham, 
 First Postmaster 

S. D. / S. P. King 
 First Merchant 

If you can identify the other men in this photo,  
please contact CCGS at choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 

mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com?subject=First%20Hugoites%20Photo
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Featured Family of John Brewer, Second Great Grandson 
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Children: 

Kelly Hoyet Oliver 
B.  
D.  
Buried:  
Spouse:  
 

Oliver / Pilgreen / Arnold Family 
  

 Parents of Bryan Hoyet Oliver 

 William Oliver & Mary A. // 
  

 Bryan Hoyet Oliver   

 B. 14 Dec 1879  
  Hope, Hempstead, Arkansas  

 D. 30 Aug 1954   . 

 Buried: Denison Cemetery     
          Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 Marriage 1: Dolly Pilgreen  

 Marriage 2: Agnes Arnold 

 Second wife: 

 Parents of Agnes Arnold 

 James Arnold & Mary Caroline Brookshire 
 

 Agnes Arnold 
 B. 13 Mar 1884  
     , White, Arkansas 

 D. 8 Feb 1975  
     Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 Buried: Denison Cemetery 
              Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 Married Agnes: Abt. 1906 

 First wife: 

 Parents of Dolly Pilgreen 

 Lemuel Pilgreen & Fredonia Thomason 
 

 Dolly Pilgreen 
 B. 1883, , Arkansas 

 D. Abt. 1902 

 Buried: 

 Married: 28 May 1899 
 , Miller, Arkansas 

Child of Bryan & Dolly (Pilgreen) Oliver: 
 

Kelly Hoyet Oliver 
 

B. 15 May 1902 Magnolia, Columbia, Arkansas 
D. 29 Mar 1980  De Queen, Sevier, Arkansas 

Buried: Redmen Cemetery, De Queen, Sevier, Arkansas 
Married: Willye Bertha Long, 7 Jun 1922 Alexandria, Rapides Parish, Louisiana 

L to R: Arnold Sisters - Bill Arnold, Nora (Arnold) Johnson,  
Bryan Hoyet Oliver, Agnes Arnold , 1906 Ft. Towson. 
(Taken two months before Bryan & Agnes married). 

This is a picture of my great-grandfather, 
Kelly Hoyet Oliver, Sr., taken circa 1918 

outside the family home near Ft. Towson.  
You can see that he’s in his football 

uniform, so Ft. Towson must’ve had a 
football team at one time! 
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Featured Family - cont’d 
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1879 - born 14 Dec 1879 in Hope, Hempstead,  
              Arkansas to William M. & Mary Oliver.  
  
 1880 - lived in De Roane, Hempstead, Arkansas with 
   parents and siblings 
 
 1899 - married Dolly Pilgreen on 28 May 1899 in  
  Miller County, Arkansas; resident of Boggy, AR 
  
 1900 - lived in Plain Dealing, Bossier, Louisiana with 
   wife Dolly working as a fireman 
  
 1902 - son Kelly Hoyet Oliver was born 15 May 1902 in      
   Magnolia, Columbia, Arkansas; wife Dolly passed  
   away 
  
 1906 - living near Ft. Towson, Oklahoma;   
   married Agnes Arnold  
  
 1916 - owned the Palace Theatre in  
              Ft. Towson, Oklahoma  
  
 1918 - registered for the WWI Draft; lived in  
   Ft. Towson, Choctaw, Oklahoma 
  
 1920 - lived in Wilson, Choctaw, Oklahoma 
  
 1930 - lived in Okolona, Chickasaw, Oklahoma 

 1935 - lived in Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 1940 - lived in Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 1942 - registered for the WWII Draft; lived in  
  Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma. 

 1954 - died 30 Aug 1954 
   Buried in Denison Cemetery, 
   Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 

William M. Oliver   
father of Bryan Hoyet Oliver 
taken near Doakesville, OK  

Mary Oliver   
mother of Bryan Hoyet Oliver 

taken near Doakesville, OK  
circa 1848 (tin type) 

Bryan Hoyet Oliver Timeline 
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Featured Family - cont’d 
M

a
rria

g
e R

eco
r
d

 fo
r B

. H
. O

liv
er &

 D
o
lly

 P
ilg

reen 
 "A

rk
an

sas, C
o
u
n

ty M
arriag

es, 1
8

3
7-1

9
5

7
," D

atab
ase w

ith
 im

ag
-

es, F
a

m
ilyS

ea
rch (h

ttp
s://fam

ilysearch
.o

rg
/ark

:/6
1

9
0
3

/1
:1

:N
9
Q

Z
-P

N
R

 : accessed
 1

8
 Ju

n
e 2

0
1

5
), B

 H
 

O
lliv

er an
d
 D

o
lly P

ilg
reen

, 2
8
 M

ay 1
8

9
9

; citin
g
 , M

iller, A
rk

an
sas, U

n
ited

 S
tates, co

u
n

ty o
ffices, A

rk
an

-
sas; F

H
L

 m
icro

film
 1

,0
0

5
,4

5
1
.  

Dolly (Pilgreen) Oliver 
1st wife of Bryan Hoyet Oliver 
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Featured Family - cont’d 

The man pictured on far right is my great-great-grandfather, Bryan Hoyet Oliver, who owned the Pal-
ace Theatre in  Ft. Towson, as well as a sawmill on the old Tram Trail….the picture is c. 1916 accord-
ing to research of the shown “Patria” movie posters…Patria was a pro-war series produced by William 
Randolph Hearst to stir patriotism and get young men to enlist and draw America in World War I. 

Family of John Brewer, CCGS Member 

Photographs provided by  

John Brewer, second great-grandson of Bryan Hoyet Oliver . 

Family information provided by John Brewer &  Donna Willison Head, researcher. 
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Featured Family - cont’d 
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World War I 

Draft Registration Card 
 

 
Source: Ancestry.com. U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918  

[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2005, Registration 
State: Oklahoma; Registration County: Choctaw; Roll: 1851696; Draft Board: 4  
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Featured Family - cont’d 

 

 

The pictures on the left shows a young Kate Oliver (Bryan Hoyet Oliver’s sister) and Henry Coffey before their marriage on 
31 Oct 1896 in Lafayette County, Arkansas 

The photo on the right shows Kate (Oliver) Coffey, Henry Coffey, and Willye (Long) Oliver  

(my great grandmother who was married to Kelly Hoyet Oliver, Sr.).   

“Uncle Henry” was a U.S. Marshal for Indian Territory and this picture was taken in front of his home near Garvin. 

 
The photo on left shows my great-great-grandmother Agnes Arnold Oliver and my great-grandmother, Willye Long Oliver.   

The picture on the right shows my great-grandfather, Kelly Hoyet Oliver, Sr.   

Both photos are marked “Ft. Towson 1922.” 
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Featured Family - cont’d 
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World War II 

Draft Registration Card 
 

 
Source: Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 

USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010, citing The National Archives at St. Louis; St. Louis, Mis-
souri; World War II Draft Cards (4th Registration) for the State of Oklahoma; State Headquarters: Oklahoma  
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Featured Family - cont’d 
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Arkansas First 

Draft Registration Card 
 

 
Source: "Arkansas First Draft Registration Cards, 1940-1945," database with imag-

es, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2MKZ-82S : accessed 9 July 2015), Kelly Hoyet Oli-
ver, 1940-1945; citing De Queen, Sevier, Arkansas, United States, National Archives and Records Administration, 

Southwest Region, Fort Worth, Texas.  
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Bryan Hoyet & Agnes (Arnold) Oliver 
Denison Cemetery, Idabel, McCurtain, Oklahoma 

 
Photos to the left and article above  

posted on findagrave.com 
Unknown newspaper 

~used with permission 

————— 

Kelly Hoyet & Willye (Long) Oliver 
Both buried: Redmen Cemetery  

De Queen, Sevier, Arkansas 
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If you give up that easily 
your are missing out!  

How do you access unin-
dexed records?  

By using the FamilySearch 
catalog.  

Using the catalog, you can 
search by place, surname, 
title, author, subject and 
keyword.  

You can also select to 
search in all family history 
centers, a specific center, or 
only records that are availa-
ble online.  

I’m going to show you how 
to find online records for 
just Choctaw county. 

First, go to 
www.familysearch.org.  
The top photo shows you 
what the FamilySearch 
home page looks like.  

In the top menu bar, hover 
over “Search” then select 
“Catalog” (as shown).  

Once the catalog page loads  
(bottom photo), select 
“Place” and type in the 
place you want to research 
from largest location to 
smallest. (ie: United States, 
Oklahoma, Choctaw)  

Then select online in the 
drop down menu under 
“search these family history 
centers” and click search. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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This top photo shows you 
the results of the search. As 
you can see there are two 
different record sets availa-
ble online for Choctaw 
county. (It looks like three, 
but the Probate records are 
listed twice under different 
categories).  

I selected the bottom option 
“Probate Records (Choctaw 
County, Oklahoma), 1853-
1952.  (Middle photo) 

Under “Notes” it says 
“Oklahoma Probate Rec-
ords are available online, 
click here. Click here.  

The bottom photo brings up 
the page to access the rec-
ords.  Click on “browse 
through 6,044,798 images”.  

 

I can hear it now, 6,044,798 
images!  

Yes, because these images 
are not yet indexed, you 
have to scroll through these 
images page by page to find 
what you are looking for.  

I know it seems daunting 
and it can be very monoto-
nous, but when you find a 
record for your ancestor 
whether you were looking 
for something specific or 
just looking to see if any-
thing is there it is so worth 
the time and effort.  

Sometimes, if your lucky 
the records are broken 
down a little further.   
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After clicking, “browse im-
ages” these particular rec-
ords are in fact categorized 
by county.  I selected Choc-
taw. 

Now you see the categories 
of Probate records available 
online for just Choctaw 
County, Oklahoma.  

I selected the fifth category 
down, “Probate Packets, 
1905-1908 no 131-213.  

Below is image no 4 of 
1772 of these records, stat-
ing what these records are 
and where they came from.  

Much more manageable, 
and how exciting to be able 
to access these from the 
comfort of home, download 
to my computer to access 
anytime I like with no wait 
time or copy fees. 

 

Thank you  
FamilySearch!! 

 

If you still need more help 
here is the link to the  
Introduction to the  
FamilySearch Catalog 

 

On a side note...these are 
only a fraction of the Choc-
taw County court house rec-
ords FamilySearch digitized 
in May 2009 with the help 
of CCGS volunteers.  

It is nice to see that some of 
these records are now 
online, maybe someday 
they will also be indexed. 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Introduction_to_the_Family_History_Library_Catalog
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Introduction_to_the_Family_History_Library_Catalog


 

VOLUME 2 IS SUE  3  Page 24 

Choctaw County Records 
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Source for the following 7 documents: 
 
"Oklahoma Probate Records, 1887-2008," images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/: accessed 8 July 2015), Choctaw 
> Minutes 1923-1924 vol 8; county courthouses, Oklahoma.  
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Choctaw County Records 
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Choctaw County Records 
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Choctaw County Records 
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Publication List 

Choctaw County Genealogical Society  

Publication List 

Cemetery Records Price 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book A-B $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book C-D $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book E-G $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book H-J $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book K-L $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book M-N $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book O-R $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book S-T $25.00 

Cemetery Records, Volume I, Book U-Z $25.00 

Funeral Home Records  

Snow/Coffey/Soper Funeral Home Records, 1913-1939 $25.00 

Obituary Books & Newspaper Extractions  

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 1999A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 1999B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2003A (Jan-Jun) - NEW!! $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2007A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2007B (Jul-Dec) - NEW!! $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2008A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2008B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2009A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2009B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2010A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2010B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2011A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2011B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2012A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2012B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2013A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2013B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2014A (Jan-Jun) $30.00 

Choctaw  County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2014B (Jul-Dec) $30.00 

Choctaw County, Oklahoma Obituaries 2015A (Jan-Jun) - NEW!! $30.00 

The Soper Democrat of Choctaw County, OK - Birth, Marriage, & Death Index $25.00 

Miscellaneous Obituaries from the Ft. Towson Area  $20.00 

Marriage Records  

Marriage Records, Volume I, 1907-1910 $25.00 

School Records  
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Cemetery Project 

Publication List  

Teacher Enrollment Books - District 27 - Bearden Springs $35.00 

Teacher Enrollment Books - District 37 - Cedar Springs $35.00 

Court Records  

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1908 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1909 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1910 $30.00 

Order Full Blood Deeds, 1911 $30.00 

Choctaw-Chickasaw Court Index, 1902-1903 (Index Only) $20.00 

Church Records  

Frazier Chapel Church Records, 1896-1951 - Pushmataha County $30.00 

Organizations  

Rebekah Lodge No. 125 - Roll of Past Noble Grands $30.00 

Local History  

Fort Towson, Indian Territory ‘A Link to the West’ by Marlynn Ann Fleck-O’Keefe $30.00 

Directories  

1930 Hugo, OK City Directory $20.00 

Click here to order online or download our publication order form. 

 
Those that would like to can meet us at the Hugo library parking lot at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to 
join us and you do not have to be a member of the Society to help. For more information, please call the 
Society’s President, Donna Willison Head at 580-743-3381, email us at choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 
or visit the project page at our website. 

 
July - none due to heat 

 
Aug  - none due to heat 

 
Sep  - TBD 

 
 
 

 

All cemetery gatherings are weather permit-
ting. Cancellation notices will be emailed 
(to members), posted on our facebook page, 
and updated on our event calendar.  

 

If we finish the designated cemeteries and 
there is enough time left in the day, we will 
go to Mt. Olivet cemetery. 

Second Quarter 2015 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-store-books.html
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/pdf/society-forms/publicationorderform.pdf
mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-projects-cemetery.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/choctawcountyokgensoc/
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/society-calendar.html


 

Mission Statement 

The Choctaw County Genealogical Society is a non-profit or-

ganization dedicated to the collection, preservation and educa-

tion of genealogical and historical information of Choctaw 

County, Oklahoma.  

Society members provide these services through volunteer work. 

The Society maintains a research library to aid those research-

ing their family genealogy .We also serve the community 

through projects such as our Cemetery Project and our Veteran 

Tribute Project.  

Please visit our website for more Society information.  

Click here to download our membership application.  

Feel free to join our Facebook group (you do not have to be a 

Society Member to join). 

703 E. Jackson Street 

Hugo, OK 74743 

choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com 

CHOCT AW COUNT Y 
GE NEALOG ICAL SOCIETY 

Our Sponsors    

2015 Officers 

President - Donna Head 
Vice-President - Norm Pence 

Recording Secretary - John Brewer 
Corresponding Secretary - Sydney Groat 

Treasurer - Cindy Burkhalter 
Newsletter Editor - April Makerney 

Webmaster - April Makerney 

News Reporter - Donna Head 
Society Librarian - Cindy Burkhalter 

Parliamentarian - John Brewer 
Historian - Sherri Cheek 

Membership Director - Donna Head  (interim) 
Program Director - Donna Head (interim) 

We’re on the web! 

www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2 

http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/
C:/Users/April/Documents/Genealogy/ccgs/ccgs forms/society-forms/memberapplication.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/choctawcountyokgensoc/
mailto:choctawcountyokgensoc@live.com
http://www.okgenweb.org/~ccgs2/

