Eufaula Oklahoma

Eufaula is a city located in McIntosh County, Oklahoma.  As of the 2000 census, the city had a total population of 2,639. It is the county seat of McIntosh County, and former Record Town for Recording District No. 12 in Indian Territory.  The city has a total area of 9.6 mi2. 

Just one half-mile east of Eufaula was the site of North Fork Town, settled by the Creek Indians shortly after their arrival in this area in 1836. The Texas Road and a branch of the California Road crossed near Eufaula, making it a center of traffic. This important tribal community played host to the treaty made between the Confederates and Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations in 1861. Lake Eufaula now covers North Fork Town. . 

The Battle of Honey Springs, the largest and most important of the battles fought during the Civil War in Oklahoma, took place July 17,1863 northeast of Eufaula. 

Belle Starr ”Queen of the Bandits”, the most famous woman outlaw, lived and is buried about 15 miles east of Eufaula. Here also was the hideout of her gang, and at times of the Younger brothers and Jessie and Frank James.

Eufaula is from Muskogee-Creek people word meaning loosely this place and split into many places.

Time line:

1541 Hernando De Soto –Notes on Standing Rock.

1718 France gave trade franchise to Bernard de La Harpe – Fur trade 1741 to 1800.

1759 France gained control of Oklahoma from Spain.

1763 Louisiana Territory (including Oklahoma) ceded to Spain.

1803 “Long Knives” and other pioneers began infiltrating the Eastern Oklahoma frontier after it became a part of the U.S. territory.

1820 Stephen H. Long on his return trip from Rocky Mountains followed the South Canadian on to the Arkansas 

1825 Creeks receive Area in Trendy

1829 Reverend John Davis (Creek, Baptist) arrives

1830 Indian removal act passed

1830’s Creek Indian establishment in the area.  Beginning of the Texas Trail usage, later to become the important Texas Road and East Shawnee Trail.  Used by cattlemen, pioneers and settlers, military people, Indians and outlaws.

1834 Dragoon Expedition passed through present-day North Lake area.  Major effort to establish peace on the Southern Plains.  Famous painter, George Catlin, was present.

1835 May 2nd – John Davis and Sampson Bwrch Translate “Gospel of John to Creek” 

1836 Creets transported to Fort Gibson  - established North Fork Town –

1836 North Fork Town established. Was located 1 ½ miles east of present day Eufaula.  An important crossroads in the 1800’s.

1836 ferryboats for Texas Road operating in North Fork Town.

1838 Small Pox hits the town

1839-40 Josiah Gregg, one of the great Santa Fe Traders.  Passageway named for him- the Gregg road.

1840 Asbury Methodist Mission School established

1842 May – Creeks hold “Grand Council” – 2500 attend

1842 Baptist church organized by Sidney Dyer

1842 Indian Grand Council held a few miles south and east of Fountainhead Park.  Attended by General Zachary Taylor.

Captain Nathan Boone of Missouri led an expedition, which took him to North Fork Town.

1846 Baptist and Methodist Missionary Schools in operation.

1848 September 8th – Asbury Manual Labor School has first class

1849 January - – Asbury Manual Labor School, 30 acres with a 20ft log cabin purchased.  July 19 Building started on a 110ft long, 34ft wide and 3 story high building.

1849 California Gold Rush – traffic increases on the road to California.  Randolph B. Mercy led on group along the California Road south of present day Eufaula.

1849-50 S. W. Woodhouse, Naturalist/ Ornithologist, traversed the area.  Bird study primarily.

1850 Asbury Manual Labor School opens officially with 100 students

1851 John Smith running a Gristmill

1853 A post office was established at North Fork Town on August 4, 1853, but the name of the place was changed to Micco, meaning "chief" in the Creek language (now called Eufaula, McIntosh Co, OK). The trader, Catlett J Atkins, was appointed postmaster.
1855 Dr. Buckner – Presbyterian

1855 Masonic Lodge No1 was established.  First in Indian Territory.


1861 Civil War - Albert Pike recruits Creeks in to Confederacy. Tribes split, many people, white and Indian fled to Texas or Kansas depending on their chosen side of conflict.

1861 Creets, Chickasaw, and Choctaw sign alliance with Confederacy in North Fork Town – in November the Neutrals were attacked in Eufaula and driven to Kansas

1861 Missouri banned Texas longhorns from eastern counties – reduces longhorn traffic on the 

Texas road.
1863 Battle of Honey Springs north of present day Checotah.

1863 Abt - Belle Starr makes the Eufaula area a hideout – she operates as a spy for Quantrill during the civil war.
1866 East Shawnee Trail/ Texas Road  - Cattle driven along this trail from Texas to railheads in Kansas.  

1867 Creek Indian Constitution written. Nation was divided into 6 districts Eufaula is in District xxx

1867-75 and 1879-83 Samuel Checote was elected Principal Chief.

1871-72 Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad construction

1871 Katy Railroad builds in Eufaula business and people moved from North Fork Town to Eufaula.

1872 George W. Stidham, Captain Sam 

Graysin, G. E. Scales, D. B. Whitlow and J. D. McCoody paid $1000 to R. R Stevens manager of the Missouri Kansas and Texas Railway (KATY RR) to build the Railroad station in Eufaula.

1872 First building – erected by D. B. Whitlow and Joe Coody – at the Tully store site 

1872 Post office established – Whitney the station agent was appointed postmaster.  Post office in RR station.

1873 Birth of Alexander Posey 

1874 Instant urban renewal came to Eufaula as a fire swept the tent and shack town and it was rebuilt with permanent structures

1876 Indian Journal Newspaper created in Eufaula.  Longest running newspaper in the state.

1876 Eufaula Town Fire

1880 Rev. J. F. Thompson takes charge of Asbury Mission – Indian Journal Thursday Oct 21 1880 page 5 2nd column. 

1889 Belle Starr was assassinated near her cabin on Younger Bend S. Canadian River.

1898 William Bertram Hotel destroyed by fire – Fire destroyed the business part of the town – after the fire C. E. Foley erected a fine bank building and a splendid hotel – 1901 History of Eufaula
1898 Eufaula incorporated – 1901 History of Eufaula - C. E. Foley elected mayor – he served for 8 years
1898 Foley Banking company organized – 1901 History of Eufaula
1900 Eufaula Gazette established

1900 Eufaula delegates to convention at McAlester C. E. Foley, C. H. Tully, & W. T. Fears – Vol. II Chronicles of Oklahoma 1003-4

1902 First Mayor of Eufaula elected

1902 Daws Commission/ allotment agreements 160 acres allotments to Creeks and Negro Freedman.

1903 C. E. Foley elected to go to Washington to Petition Congress for representation in Congress for Indian Territory.

1906 Crazy Snake and The Smoked Meat Rebellion.

1907 Statehood Proclamation

1908 Alexander Posey Drowned

1908 Eufaula declared County Seat – Civil War with Checotah

1920 April 21 – opening of Jefferson Highway Bridge

1930’s Dust Bowl Years/ The Great Depression

1932 Marshall Robert Foley coached Basket ball

1939 National First W.P.A soil Conservation Project in Eufaula area.

1946 Marshall Robert Foley Took over Western Auto
